April 1 st , 2019 


Sean Gallagher, Director 
Immigration & Customs Enforcement 
Atlanta Field Office 
180 Ted Turner Dr. SW #522 
Atlanta, GA 30303 


Subject: “North Carolina Voices Calling for Transparency” 


Dear Director Gallagher, 


We, the below listed organizations, have become increasingly concerned with Immigration & Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) activities in Mecklenburg County and statewide. Two hundred seventy-five immigrants across North Carolina 
were arrested the week of February 4 th . Fifty of those taken into custody were considered what the agency calls 
“collateral”: immigrants who are living here unauthorized but lack any kind of criminal conviction or pending charges. 


When recent actions taken by ICE officers are coupled with your statements linking this activity as a “necessary 
measure,” due to the cancellation of the 287(g) program in Mecklenburg, we are troubled about the effect on our 
communities. Your direct threat stated to the Charlotte Observer; “that targeted enforcement operations — like the one 
this week — are likely to result in a greater number of such arrests.” \ cause us to appeal to your office for information 
we, the public, have the right to obtain. This information can only be provided by your office. 


We indeed saw this “new normal' coming. Statistics published by the Pew Research Center (Attachment 1), show the 
Atlanta Field Office (AFO) ranked number one in the nation, for having increased this form of arrest and deportation 
round up by 323% by the end of September 2017. 2 This particular piece of data is missing however from the FY2018 
DHS Annual Report, or it may be embedded in language indiscernible as such. 


The DHS website portrays a national trend of combining criminal and civil charges and treating them as the same type 
offense (Attachment 2). In fiscal 2018, ICE conducted 158,581 administrative arrests for civil immigration violations. 
These are precisely the figures related to President Trump's twice publicly announced statistic; “ICE has made 
158,581 administrative arrests, 66 percent with a prior criminal conviction!”, both in his National Address and SOTU. 


The agency’s year-end report says 105,140 of those (66 percent) involved people with criminal convictions and 32,977 
with pending criminal charges. Of the 143,470 administrative arrests in 2017, 74 percent involved people with criminal 
records and 15.5 percent who had pending charges. But these totals cover all types of offenses, including illegal entry 
or reentry. You can see from the attached figures, the largest percentage of criminal behavior related to ICE arrests 
nationally is rooted generally in non-violent crime. 3 It is also important to note pending charges don't always lead to 
convictions and dangerous drugs are a broad-brush category. 

Violent crime is important to address and stem. Statistics over time however have shown the link between immigration 
and crime is nonexistent. In fact, in our state, between 1980 and 2016, Charlotte had an increase of 385% in immigrant 
population growth with a 26% decrease in violent crime; Greensboro - 720% increase with a 19% decrease, Raleigh- 
Durham - 500% with a 25% decrease, Wilmington - 110% with a 52% decrease in violent crime. 4 

The 15,189 arrests you recently reported to the Charlotte Observer now happen to be the second highest in the nation 
after the Dallas Regional Office and require scrutiny. Looking locally, we should be concerned about what is really 
behind the arrests. Taxpayers fund the salaries of ICE and transparency before the public is required. Furthermore, 
public knowledge about what governmental officials are doing is essential in a representative democracy. 



The Stan Greenspon Center for Peace & Social Justice of Queens University, Charlotte Women’s March, and the Latin 
American Coalition, are deeply concerned the fortunes of an unauthorized person is now vastly different if they reside 
in North Carolina and Texas versus California or New York, for the mere act of driving or working. 

While nearly 8 percent of the state’s total population is foreign-born, immigrants make up a significant share of North 
Carolina’s labor force. Over 44 percent of all residents working in farming, fishing, and forestry occupations are 
immigrants, as well as over 20 percent working in computer and math sciences. As workers, business owners, 
taxpayers, and neighbors, immigrants are an integral part of North Carolina’s diverse and thriving communities and 
make extensive contributions that benefit all. 5 

North Carolina has in the past been a welcoming city to those who have migrated to the state. North Carolina has 
certainly benefitted economically from the influx. We have witnessed in the past two years however an ushering in of 
unprecedented negative commentary and actions, at the federal level, that defy the beneficial relationship our state 
has enjoyed. Today, many households within our immigrant communities are families with members of mixed status. 
The actions we question, via this letter, undoubtedly and in a profound way, negatively impact the community and work 
to tear apart our state's extraordinary and diverse social fabric. 

In conclusion, we are requesting the following information related to the activity of the Atlanta Field Office be provided 
to the public; 

1. The number of arrests of noncitizens with no prior criminal conviction for FY2018 and FY2019 to date for the 
state of North Carolina? What are these figures as a percentage of all administrative arrests for the state for 
both fiscal periods? As a percentage from the prior comparable period? 

2. A breakdown of the list of crimes by article of the criminal code for the 9,490 arrested with criminal convictions 
and the same breakdown for the 4,464 arrested with pending charges. These figures are also reported in the 
FY2018 ERO-LESA Statistical Tracking Unit. 6 We are requesting this same breakdown for FY2017. 

3. A breakdown of the list of crimes by article of the criminal code for the arrests that occurred in February 2019, 
in the state. 

4. What are the total arrests for controlled substances categorized as Schedule I and II offenses, under NC 
statutes, for both fiscal periods? 

Mr. Gallagher, you specifically stated in your press conference; “By the Mecklenburg County Jail refusing access to 
my officers for these facilities so we can identify and later arrest these individuals, this is not an effective public 
safety policy. I think the citizens of this state are going to be impacted by these public safety threats.” 7 


Let's have a conversation about where the real public safety threats reside. What are we certain about today? Severe 
consequences for public safety ultimately reside with broken law enforcement relationships with the community due to 
deeply sown mistrust, with a largely law-abiding, respectful and hardworking community retreating to the shadows, 
with lives entirely upended. 

We request this information be provided to Rabbi Judy Schindler, Director of the Stan Greenspon Center for Peace & 
Social Justice and Barbara Randolph, Chair-Immigrant Justice Team-Stan Greenspon Center by April 30 th , 2019. 

Address: 

Stan Greenspon Center for Peace & Social Justice 
1900 Selwyn Ave. 

Charlotte, NC 28274 

schindlerj@queens.edu 

brandolphk@gmail.com 
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Sincerely, 


tr uL 3 ^. 



Jose Hernandez-Paris 
Executive Director 
Latin American Coalition 


Rabbi Judith Schindler 
Director 

Stan Greenspon Center 
For Peace & Social Justice 


M. Gina Navarrete, Ph.D. 

Co-President 
Charlotte Women’s March 


1 https://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/politics-government/article225944480.html 

2 http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/02/15/most-immigrants-arrested-by-ice-have-prior-criminal-convictions-a- 
big-change-from-2009/ 

3 https://www.ice.gov/doclib/about/offices/ero/pdf/eroFY2018Report.pdf 

4 https://www.themarshallproject.org/2018/03/30/the-myth-of-the-criminal-immigrant 

5 https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/immigrants-north-carolina 

6 https://www.ice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Report/2018/ero-fyl8-localstatistics.pdf 

7 https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nc/charlotte/news/2019/02/08/ice-director-stands-bv-more-visible-presence-in- 

community 
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Attachment 1 


ICE arrests for those without prior criminal convictions saw large increases 
In 2017 

% change in ICE arrests by area of responsibility and criminal background, fiscal 2016-2017 
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Attachment 2 


Table 1. FY2018 Criminal Charges and Convictions for ERO Administrative Arrests 


Criminal Charge Category 

Criminal 

Charges 

Criminal 

Convictions 

Total 

Offenses 

Traffic Offenses - DUI 

26,100 

54,630 

80,730 

Dangerous Drugs 

21,476 

55,109 

76385 

Traffic Offenses 

30,594 

45,610 

76,204 

Immigration 

11,917 

51149 

63,166 
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